Lune, Wyre and Furness Fisheries Advisory Committee 15th January, 1979 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
8th January, 1979
and the Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); 
and the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee (T.A.F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on MONDAY, 15TH JANUARY 1979, at the 
SOUTH CUMBRIA AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, "BEATHWAITE", 
LEVENSf KENDAL, for consideration of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
G,W, SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence,
2. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with 
the Minutes of the Regional Advisory Committee Meeting of 
13th, November, 1978).
3. Fisheries Income and Expenditure, (This item was the subject 
of a report to the meeting on 24th October, 1978, Agenda item 
No. 4; members are requested to bring their qopy of the 
report to the meeting),
4* Long Term Objectives for Inland River water Quality
(previously circulated; members ace requested to bring 
their copy of the report to the meeting).
5, Net Limitation Order and Fishery Byelaws - Rivers Lune and 
Wyre,
6, Skerton Fishery - River Lune - Byelaws,
7, River Lune - Endorsees on Drift Net Licences,
F2/A27
To; Members of the Lune, Wyre and Furness 
Fisheries Advisory Committee:
(Messrs. J.M. Croft (Chairman);
W. Bailey? R, Barratt; R,A. Challenor? 
J.H. Fell; R. Harper; A.L. Harris;
G.A. Martin; J. Taylor; G. Wilson;
Dr, J.V. Dyer; Major N.J, Clarkson Webb;
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8. Lancashire Conjunctive Use Schemer Electric Fish 
Diversion Screens.
9. Monitoring of Levels of Radioactivity in Migratory 
Fish.
10. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries 
Activities.
11. Any Other Business.
RF2/B23 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH JANUARY, 1979
NET LIMITATION ORDER AND FISHERY 
BYELAWS' -  RIVERS LUNE AND WYRE
1 . T h is  r e p o r t  i s  p r e s e n te d  t o  in fo rm  members o f  th e  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  on 
th e  p ro p o se d  N et L im i ta t io n  O rder and B yelaw s and a l s o  t o  seek  a 
recom m endation  on th e  c r i t e r i a  t o  be a d o p te d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  to  
d e te rm in e  th o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n c e s  under th e  new O rder (sh o u ld  i t  
be c o n firm e d )  who w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a l i c e n c e  by v i r t u e  o f  th e  f a c t  
th e y  a r e  "d e p e n d e n t On f i s h i n g  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d " .
2 . Members w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  i t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  
t h e  N et L im i ta t io n  O rd er and B yelaw s had been  made by th e  A u th o r i ty  
an d  w e re  b e in g  a d v e r t i s e d .  C o p ie s  o f  t h e  O rd e r  a n d  B y e la w s  a r e  
annexed  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  See A pp en d ices  1 and 2 .
3 . The p e r io d  f o r  o b j e c t io n s  h a s  e x p ir e d  and th e  MAFF have r e c e iv e d  28 
o b j e c t io n s  t o  th e  O rd er and 29 O b je c t io n s  t o  th e  B yelaw s. In  many 
c a s e s  th e  in d iv id u a l  ne tsm en  have o b je c te d  t o  b o th  th e  O rder and th e  
B yelaw s. As th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  p ro p o se d  t o  be l im i t e d  by th e  
O rd e r i s  l e s s  th a n  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  i s s u e d  in  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  Salmon and F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 1975 
r e q u i r e s  th e  M in i s te r  t o  h o ld  a l o c a l  in q u i r y  i f  he h a s  r e c e iv e d  an 
o b j e c t io n  from  any p e rs o n  who h a s  h e ld  a n e t  l i c e n c e  fo r  th e  R iv e r 
Lune in  each  o f  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  A t p r e s e n t  23 o b j e c t o r s  m eet t h i s  
r e q u ir e m e n t .  T h e re  i s  no s im i l a r  re q u ire m e n t  f o r  th e  M in is te r  t o  h o ld  
a l o c a l  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  B y e la w s  b u t  in  v ie w  o f  t h e  num ber o f  
o b j e c t io n s  i t  seem s m ost l i k e l y  t h a t  one w i l l  be  h e ld .
O b je c t io n s  t o  th e  O rder
4 . MAFF a r e  t r e a t i n g  a l e t t e r  fro m  t h e  N o r th  W est S alm on  N e t s m e n 's  
A s s o c ia t io n  a s  an  o b j e c t io n  t o  b o th  th e  O rd er and th e  B yelaw s a lth o u g h  
th e  A u th o r i ty  o f f i c e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  may be an o b je c t io n  t o  th e  
l a t t e r  o n ly .  The p o s i t i o n  i s  b e in g  c l a r i f i e d  w ith  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  and 
w i l l  be r e p o r te d  o r a l l y  t o  th e  C om m ittee .
5 . T w en ty -fo u r  o b j e c t io n s  have  been  lo d g ed  by in d iv id u a l  ne tsm en  o r 
p r o s p e c t iv e  ne tsm en  who have  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  a r e  no lo n g e r  members 
o f  th e  N e tsm e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n .  A l l  th e s e  o b j e c t o r s  a re  r e p r e s e n te d  by 
a f i r m  o f  S o l i c i t o r s .  T h e ir  g ro u n d s  o f  o b j e c t io n  have  n o t been  g iv e n  
in  d e t a i l  b u t  a m ee tin g  h a s  been  a r ra n g e d  w ith  th e  S o l i c i t o r s ,  th e  
o u tc o m e  o f  w h ic h  w i l l  a l s o  b e  r e p o r t e d  o r a l l y  t o  t h e  C o m m itte e .
6 . From th e  in fo rm a t io n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  p r e s e n t  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  main 
c o n c e rn  o f  many o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  l i c e n c e  h o ld e r s  who have o b je c te d  i s  
t h a t  th e y  may lo s e  t h e i r  l i c e n c e s  i f  th e  O rder i s  c o n firm e d . The 
1975 A ct p r o v id e s  t h a t  th e  M in i s te r  s h a l l  n o t  c o n f irm  an O rder u n le s s
-2
he is satisfied that the terms of the Order relating to the selection 
of applicants for licences are such as to secure that any person who 
during the previous year had held a similar licence and who is 
dependent on fishing for his livelihood will receive a licence. This 
could necessitate issuing mote licences than the numbers prescribed by 
the new Order. Members will see that this statutory requirement is 
covered in Article 6 Of the Order.
7. Whilst many of the objectors can satisfy the first limb of holding a 
licence they appear concerned that they may not satisfy the second 
limb of being "dependent on fishing for their livelihood". This 
phrase is open to various interpretations and as with all statutory 
provisions the correct interpretation is a matter for the Courts, in 
the absence of any judicial decision the Authority must decide what 
interpretation is to be adopted to determine the preferential appli­
cants if the new Order is confirmed. It is also a matter which will 
undoubtedly be raised at a local inquiry by objectors who wish to 
establish the likelihood of obtaining a licence.
8. It is recommended that a reasonable interpretation would be that 
a person is dependent on fishing for his livelihood if he derives more 
than 50% of his income from fishing. It is to be noted that the word 
used in the Act is "fishing" and this interpretation should embrace 
income from any form of fishing.
Objections to the Byelaws
9. Of the 29 objections received by MAPF, 27 have been lodged by netsmen 
or prospective netsmen. Of those netsmen who have given details it is 
clear that they object to the extension of the weekly close time, 
particularly the proposal to commence the close time at 6 a.m. on 
Fridays in certain weeks which relate to the highest tides. It is 
assumed that the other objections from netsmen relate to the same 
proposals although this is a matter to be clarified with the 
Solicitors representing the majority of objectors.
10. The two remaining objections have been lodged by an angler and an 
Angling Association which owns fishing rights on the River Lune. They 
object to the proposal to alter the date of commencement of the annual 
close season for fishing for salmon with rod and line from 31st 
October to 16th October.
APPENDIX 1
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975
THE NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY (LIMITATION OF 
SALMON AND MIGRATORY TROUT NETTING LICENCES - 
RIVER~S LUNE AND WYRE) ORDER 1978
THE NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY in exercise of the powers conferred by
Section 26(1) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 and all
other powers enabling them in that behalf hereby make the following
Order
1. This Order may be cited as the North West Water Authority (Limi­
tation of Salmon and Migratory Trout Netting Licences ~ Rivers 
Lune and Wyre) Order 1978.
2. In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires:-
"the Authority" means the North West Water Authority
“the Area" means the Area of the North West Water Authority
3. The number o£ licences to be issued in any year for fishing for 
salmon and migratory trout with drift, hang or Whammel nets in 
public waters in the estuary of the River Lune shall be limited to 
TEN.
4. The number of licences to be issued in any year for fishing for 
salmon and migratory trout with draft or seine nets in public 
waters in the estuary of the River Lune shall b£ limited to 
ONE.
5. The number of licences to be issued in any year for fishing for 
salmon and migratory trout with heave or haaf nets in public 
waters in the estuaries of the Rivers Lune artel Wyre shall be 
limited to TWENTY SIX for the River Lune and FOUR for the 
River Wyre.
6. A licence shall be issued to any applicant who:-
(a) h a s  h e ld  a s im i l a r  l i c e n c e  f o r  f i s h i n g  w ith  n e t s  in  th e  
Lune o r  Wyre e s t u a r i e s  d u r in g  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r ,  and
(b) i s  d e p e n d e n t upon f i s h i n g  f o r  h i s  l i v e l i h o o d .
I f  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  p r e s c r ib e d  by t h i s  O rder a r e  n o t  s u f f i ­
c i e n t  t o  s a t i s f y  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  made by a l l  su c h  p e r s o n s  a 
s u f f i c i e n t  num ber o f  a d d i t i o n a l  l i c e n c e s  s h a l l  b e  i s s u e d  t o  
s a t i s f y  such  a p p l i c a t i o n s .
I f  th e  number o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from  p e rs o n s  e n t i t l e d  t o  p r e f e r e n c e  
u nder A r t i c l e  6 o f  t h i s  O rder i s  l e s s  th a n  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  
p r e s c r ib e d  by t h i s  O rd er th e n  p r e f e r e n c e  in  a l l o c a t i n g  th e  l i c e n ­
c e s  n o t r e q u i r e d  by such  p e rs o n s  s h a l l  be g iv e n  to  any a p p l i c a n t  
who i s  a w ork ing  f is h e rm a n  w h o lly  o r  p r i n c i p a l l y  d e p e n d e n t on 
f i s h i n g  in  th e  A rea  f o r  h i s  l i v e l i h o o d .
E x c e p t  w i th  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  n o t  m ore t h a n  o n e  
l i c e n c e  s h a l l  be i s s u e d  to  any one a p p l i c a n t  and in  no e a s e  s h a l l  
more th a n  two l i c e n c e s  be i s s u e d  t o  any one a p p l i c a n t .
The A u th o r i ty  s h a l l  n o t  a l l o c a t e  l i c e n c e s  f o r  any y e a r  b e fo r e  th e  
f i r s t  day  o f  J a n u a r y  o f t h a t  y e a r  and s h a l l  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib l e  
co m p le te  th e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  such  l i c e n c e s  by th e  f i r s t  d ay  o f  
F e b ru a ry  o f  t h a t  y e a r .
T h is  O rd er s h a l l  come i n t o  o p e r a t io n  on th e  d a te  o f  i t s  c o n f irm a ­
t i o n  by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food and s h a l l  
r e m a in  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t e n  y e a r s  fro m  t h e  d a t e  
t h e r e o f  u n le s s  p r e v io u s ly  re v o k e d .
The L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  Board ( L im ita t io n  o f  Salmon arid M ig ra to ry  
T ro u t  N e t t in g  L ic e n c e s  -  R iv e rs  Lune and Wyre) O rd e r 1957 i s  
h e re b y  re v o k e d .
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I N  W I T N E S S  w h ereo f th e  Common 
S e a l  o f  N orth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty  was 
h e re u n to  a f f i x e d  on  th e  
day  o f  1978 in  th e
p re s e n c e  o f : -
A u th O rise d  S ig n a to r y
APPENDIX 2.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975
FISHERY BYELAWS
THE NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY in exercise of their powers under 
Section 26(6) of and Schedule 3 to the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act 1975 and all other powers enabling them in that behalf hereby make 
the following Byelaws;**
1. Annual Close Season for Salmon (Rod and Line) in the River Lune 
Until the 1st day of April 1961 the annual close season for salmon 
(rod and line) shall be the period from and including the 16th day 
of October to and including the 31st day of January following
2. Weekly Close Time for Salmon and Trout (Other than Rod arid Line) 
in the Estuary of the River Lune
Until the 1st day of April 1981 the weekly close time for fishing 
for salmon and trout (other than with rod and line) in the Estuary 
of the River Lune shall be the period between the hour of nine on 
Friday evening and the hour of six on the following Monday morning 
except that on the following dates the said weekly close time shall 
be the period between the hour of six on Friday morning and the hour 
of six on the following Monday morning
1979 1980
27th - 30th April 18th - 21st April
25th - 28th May 16th - 19th May
15th - 18th June 13th - 16th June
13th - 16th July 11th - 14th July
10th - 13th August 29th August - 1st September
(N o te :-  1 s t  S ep tem ber i s  th e  commencement d a te  f o r  th e  a n n u a l c ^ p se  
s e a s o n  f o r  f i s h i n g  f o r  salm on and t r o u t  in  th e  R iv e r  pune 
and i t s  E s tu a ry  o th e r  th a n  w ith  rod  and l i n e )
3 . A p p l ic a t io n
T hese B yelaw s s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly  to  any em ployee  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  
a c t i n g  in  h i s  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  o r  t o  an y  p e r s o n  who w i th  t h e  
p e rm is s io n  in  w r i t i n g  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  and a c t i n g  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
any c o n d i t io n s  a t t a c h e d  to  t h a t  p e rm is s io n  c a r r i e s  o u t  work c o n n e c ­
t e d  w ith  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o r  d eve lopm en t o f  a f i s h e r y  o r  f o r  some 
s c i e n t i f i c  p u rp o se
4 . E x i s t in g  B yelaw s
U n t i l  th e  1 s t  d a y  o f  A p r i l  1981 B yelaw s 2 and 6 o f  th e  B yelaw s made 
by th e  A u th o r i ty  and c o n firm e d  by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r ic u l tu re #  
F i s h e r i e s  and Food on th e  1 8 th  day  o f  May 1977 s h a l l  c e a s e  t o  have 
e f f e c t  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  R iv e r  Lune and i t s  E s tu a ry
5 . I n t e r p r e t a t i o n
(1) In  t h e s e  B y e law s, u n le s s  th e  c o n te x t  o th e r w is e  r e q u i r e s  "A utho­
r i t y "  m eans th e  N o rth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty
(2) The I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  A c t 1889 s h a l l  a p p ly  to  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
o f  th e s e  B yelaw s a s  i t  a p p l i e s  to  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  an A ct
o f  P a r l ia m e n t  and a s  i f  th e s e  B yelaw s w ere an  A ct o f  P a r l ia m e n t
I N  W I T N E S S  w h e re o f th e  Common 
S e a l  o f  N o rth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty  was 
h e re u n to  a f f i x e d  on th e  
day  o f  1978 in  th e
p re s e n c e  o f : -
A u th o r is e d  S ig n a to r y
F2/B21 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH JANUARY 1979
SKERTON FISHERY -  RIVER LUNE -  BYELAWS
W ith th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S k e r to n  W eir in  1977 and 
th e  r e o p e n in g  o f  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  f i s h e r y  dow nstream , i t  was c o n s id e re d  
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  m ig ra to ry  f i s h  t o  in tro d u c e  two new 
c o n d i t io n s  on th e  p e r m i t s .  T h ese  w ere in te n d e d  t o  e n s u r e : -
( i )  t h a t  no  f i s h i n g  a t  a l l  to o k  p l a c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  c r e s t  o f  
th e  w e ir  ( in c lu d in g  th e  f i s h  p a s s )  and  a l i n e  a c ro s s  th e  
r i v e r  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  u p s tre a m  end o f  th e  i s l a n d  below  
th e  w e ir j  and
( i i )  t h a t  from  t h i s  l i n e  dow nstream  t o  a l i n e  a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  
a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  dow nstream  end o f  th e  same i s l a n d ,  
f i s h i n g  sh o u ld  be w ith  u n w e ig h ted  f l y  o n ly ,  th e  s i z e  o f  hook 
n o t e x c e e d in g  1 /0  ( o ld  n u m b e rs ) .
2 . i n  o r d e r  t h a t  th e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  s h o u ld  have  th e  fo rc e  o f  law , t h i s  
C o m m it te e ,  a t  i t s  m e e t in g  o n  1 6 th  J a n u a r y  1978 recom m ended  t h a t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  bye law s sh o u ld  be d r a f t e d  t o  c o v e r  them . T h is  recom ­
m e n d a t io n  w as e n d o r s e d  by t h e  R e g io n a l  C o m m itte e  an d  t h e  W a te r  
M anagement C om m ittee and s u b s e q u e n t ly  c o n firm e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty .
3 . I n fo rm a l  d i s c u s s io n s  th e n  to o k  p la c e  betw een  th e  A u th o r i ty  and MAFF 
o v e r  th e  p r e c i s e  w ord ing  o f  t h e s e  b ye law s and MAFF in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  
w ere c o n te n t  f o r  th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  p ro c e e d  w ith  th e  b ye law s w orded a s  
s e t  o u t  be low .
(1) No p e r s o n  s h a l l  a t  a n y  t im e  t a k e  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  by 
an y  m eans a n y  f i s h  b e tw e e n  t h e  c r e s t  o f  S k e r to n  W eir 
( in c lu d in g  th e  w hole o f  th e  f i s h  p a s s )  on th e  R iv e r  Lune ahd 
th e  fo u r  b la c k  and w h i te  m arker p o s t s  p la c e d  on an im a g in a ry  
l i n e  draw n a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  betw een  n a t i o n a l  g r id  r e f e r e n c e s  
SD4803 6307 SD 4810 6311 SD 4816 6320 and SD 4827 6320 .
(2) No p e r s o n  s h a l l  a t  a n y  t im e  t a k e  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  by 
any means any f i s h  in  th e  a r e a  o f  t h e  R iv e r  Lune betw een  th e  
fo u r  b la c k  and w h i te  m arker p o s t s  p la c e d  on an im a g in a ry  
l i n e  draw n betw een n a t i o n a l  g r id  r e f e r e n c e s  SD4803 6307 
SD4810 6311 SD4816 6320 and SD4827 6320 and th e  t h r e e  re d  
and w h ite  m arker p o s t s  p la c e d  on an  im a g in a ry  l i n e  draw n 
betw een  n a t i o n a l  g r id  r e f e r e n c e s  SD4812 6292 SD4818 6298 and 
SD4825 6292. T h is  byelaw  s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly  t o  f l y  f i s h i n g  
w i th  ro d  an d  l i n e  u s in g  a s i n g l e  h o o k  p r o v id e d  t h a t  no 
w e ig h t o r  w e ig h te d  d e v ic e  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  o r  in c o r p o r a te d  in  
th e  l i n e  c a s t  o r  hook and t h a t  th e  hook i s  n o t more th a n  12 
mm in  w id th  o f  g a p e .
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4. The above wording was accepted by the Regional Committee who 
reaffirmed that the byelaws, as worded above, be formally submitted to 
the Ministry.
5. Following subsequent confirmation by Water Management Committee and 
the Authority the Byelaws were formally sealed on 24th November, 
1978.
6. In accordance with statutory procedure, the byelaws were advertised 
throughout the region on 1st December 1978 and are to be submitted 
formally to MAFF during the first week in January 1979.
7. Assuming that MAFF confirm these byelaws without there being any 
objection of sufficient significance to delay confirmation unduly, it 
is anticipated that they will be in force by spring 1979.
F2/A17 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH JANUARY, 1979
RIVER LUNE -  ENDORSEES ON DRIFT NET LICENCES
1 , Under S e c t io n  13 o f  S c h e d u le  2 o f  th e  Salmon and F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  
A ct 1975 i t  i s  l a i d  down t h a t s -
"The number o f  s e r v a n t s  o f  a g e n ts  whose names may a t  any tim e  
be e n te r e d  on a  l i c e n c e  s h a l l  n o t  ex ceed  tw ic e  th e  number o f  
p e rs o n s  who in  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  W ater A u th o r i ty  a re  r e q u i r e d  
t o  work a t  one tim e  th e  in s tru m e n t  t o  w hich  th e  l i c e n c e  r e l a t e s  
o r ,  w here th e  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  th e  l i c e n c e  n o t i f  i e s  th e  A u th o r i ty  a t  
t h e  tim e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  he  p ro p o se s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in  w orking  
th e  in s t r u m e n t ,  one l e s s  th a n  tw ic e  t h a t  n u m b e r ."
2 ,  In  t h e  c a s e  o f  d r i f t  n e t s ,  th e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  p r e d e c e s s o r  ( th e  L a n c a s h ire  
R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  number o f  p e r s o n s  r e q u i r e d  t o  work a 
d r i f t  n e t  was tw o , so  t h a t  w here th e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  n o t n o t i f i e d  th e  
A u th o r i ty  t h a t  he  p ro p o se s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in  w ork ing  th e  in s t r u m e n t ,  th e  
p e r m i t t e d  number o f  e n d o rs e e s  i s  f o u r .
3 , The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  p r o v is io n  o f  th e  A ct i s  c l e a r l y  t o  e n s u re  t h a t  
a  1 i c e n c e e  c a n  o b t a i n  r e a s o n a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  w o rk in g  h i s  n e t . 
E q u a lly  c l e a r l y  how ever, th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  A ct i s  t o  p e rm it  o n ly  
th e  minimum e s s e n t i a l  number o f  e n d o rs e e s ,  a s  i s  i n d ic a te d  by th e  
r e d u c t io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  by one when th e  1 ic e n c e e  p ro p o se s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  
in  w o rk in g  th e  n e t .
4 , w h a te v e r  may h a v e  b e e n  n o rm a l  w o rk in g  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  t im e  when 
th e  re q u ire m e n t f o r  "tw o men" was l a i d  down, a t  th e  p r e s e n t  tim e  th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  e s tu a r y  d r i f t  n e t t e r s  on th e  Lune n o rm a lly  work t h e i r  n e t s  
s in g le - h a n d e d ,  m aking f u l l  u se  o f  th e  e n g in e s  in  t h e i r  b o a ts  t o  e n a b le  
them  t o  do s o . A m in o r i ty ,  how ever, s t i l l  o p e r a te  u nder o a r s  o r  
s a i l .
5 , I n  t h e s e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  i t  may be d e s i r a b l e  t o  rev ie w  th e  "tw o man" 
re q u ire m e n t  in  c a s e s  w here a pow ered c r a f t  i s  u se d  f o r  d r i f t  n e t t i n g .  
I f  th e  re q u ire m e n t w ere t o  be red u c e d  t o  "one m an", th e r e  c o u ld  s t i l l  
be tw o e n d o rs e e s  (o r one i f  th e  l i c e n c e  p a r t i c i p a t e d )  so  t h a t  t h e r e  
w ould be  no q u e s t io n  o f  d e p r iv in g  th e  l i c e n c e  o f  n e c e s s a ry  a s s i s t a n c e ,  
n o r o f  th e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  f i s h i n g  e v e ry  t i d e  i f  so  d e s i r e d ,  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  s in g l e  m anning .
€ . On t h a t  same b a s i s ,  p r o v is io n  o f  two e n d o rs e e s  o n ly  m ig h t r e s u l t  
in  l e s s  f l e x i b i l i t y  th a n  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t  f o u r ,  b u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w ould  rem ain  th e  same betw een  th e  number o f  'men c o n s id e re d  n e c e s s a ry  
t o  work t h e in s tru m e n t  and th e  number o f  e n d o rs e e s  p e rm i t te d  ( i , e .  
1 : 2 ) ,
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7. Authorisation of a number of endorsees larger than is strictly 
necessary for reasonable operation could result in a man's claiming to 
be a 'full-time fisherman' on grounds of having worked for several 
years as an endorsee, when in fact, he has been doing no more than 
assist a licencee in the operation of his net.
8. This question has been discussed with the Secretary of the Netsmen's 
Association who has suggested that the manning levels stipulated by 
the Authority as being necessary should be related to whether or not 
the boat concerned is fitted with an engine, and that the number of 
endorsees permitted should be varied accordingly.
9. The Committee's views are sought as to whether the number of men 
required to work a drift net on the Lune Estuary should be revised 
from two to one, where a powered craft is used for netting.
F2/AX5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH JANUARY, 1979
LANCASHIRE CONJUNCTIVE USE SCHEME 
ELECTRIC FISH DIVERSION SCREENS
1 . When t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  C o n j u n c t i v e  U se  Schem e w a s  b e in g  p l a n n e d  in  
1973 , o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  and th e  F y ld e  W ater 
B o a rd  (now b o th  p a r t  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y )  c o n s u l t e d  w i th  f i s h e r i e s  
i n t e r e s t s  on th e  R iv e r  Lune and R iv e r  Wyre a b o u t th e  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  
Scheme w hich  m igh t a f f e c t  th e  f i s h e r i e s .
2 . Among t h e  m a t t e r s  d i s c u s s e d  w e re  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  w h ic h  s h o u ld  be  
made t o  d e t e r  f i s h  from  e n te r in g  th e  w a te r  i n ta k e s  on th e  R iv e r  Lune 
a t  H a l to n  a n d  t h e  R iv e r  W yre a t  G a r s t a n g .  An u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w as 
r e a c h e d  t h a t  t h e  in ta k e  s t r u c t u r e s  s h o u ld  be s iz e d  so  t h a t  th e  c u r r e n t  
o f  w a te r  e n te r in g  them  w ould  have  a low v e l o c i t y  and t h a t  e a ch  o f  th e  
i n ta k e s  w ould in c o r p o r a te  an  e l e c t r i c  f i s h  d i v e r s io n  s c re e n  and ( in  
c a k e  o f  breakdow n o f  th e  s c re e n )  a f i s h  l i f t  w hich w ould e n a b le  f i s h  
t o  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  T he p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e s e  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  i s  to  p r e v e n t  th e  e n t r y  o f  salm on and s e a  t r o u t  s m o l ts .
3 . C o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  i n ta k e s  i s  now v i r t u a l l y  c o m p le te  and th e  f i s h  
l i f t - r e t u r n s  a r e  b e in g  i n s t a l l e d ,  H o w e v e r , p r o b le m s  a r e  b e in g  
e n c o u n te re d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  e l e c t r i c  f i s h  d i v e r s io n  s c r e e n s .
4 . T he s c r e e n s  w e re  f i r s t  d e s i g n e d  i n  1 9 7 4 , w i th  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  
s p e c i a l i s t  a d v ic e  from  th e  Salm on and F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  L a b o ra to ry  
o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  an d  F o o d . S u i t a b l e  
p r o v i s i o n s  w e re  t h e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t a k e  s t r u c t u r e ,  in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  a g re e d  d e s ig n ,  f o r  t h e  e l e c t r o d e s  w hich w ould 
c r e a t e  th e  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d .
5 . S u b s e q u e n tly ,  how ever, c o n s id e r a t i o n  was g iv e n  t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  h a z a r d s  m ig h t  a r i s e  t o  m em bers o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  f o r  e x a m p le  
sw im m ers, from  th e  e l e c t r i c  f i e l d  w hich  i s  c r e a t e d  in  th e  r i v e r  n e a r  
t h e  i n t a k e .  S e c t io n  3 ( 1 ) ,  o f  th e  H e a lth  and S a f e ty  a t  Work A ct 1974, 
w hich  came i n t o  f o r c e  in  1 9 7 5 , p l a c e s  on th e  A u th o r i ty  a  s t a t u t o r y  
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  " c o n d u c t i t s  u n d e r ta k in g s  in  such  a way a s  t o  e n s u r e ,  so  
f a r  a s  i s  r e a s o n a b ly  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  t h a t  p e r s o n s  n o t  in  i t s  em ploym ent 
who may be a f f e c t e d  th e r e b y  a r e  n o t  th e r e b y  ex p o sed  t o  r i s k s  t o  t h e i r  
h e a l t h  and s a f e t y " .  D e ta i l e d  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  have t h e r e f o r e  been  h e ld  
w ith  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  H e a lth  and S a f e ty  E x e c u tiv e  and i t  a p p e a re d  
e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t ,  by m o d ify in g  th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  e l e c t r i c  s c re e n  
and  in c o r p o r a t in g  a p h y s ic a l  s c r e e n  t o  e x c lu d e  swim m ers, an a r r a n g e ­
m ent c o u ld  be d e v e lo p e d  w hich  w ould be an  e f f e c t i v e  f i s h  d e t e r r e n t  
w i t h o u t  c r e a t i n g  a h a z a r d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  H o w e v er, a l e t t e r  h a s  
r e c e n t l y  b een  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  P r e s to n  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  H e a lth  and 
S a f e ty  E x e c u tiv e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p ro p o se d  a rra n g e m e n t w ould n o t be 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  T h e  
m o d i f ic a t i o n s  w hich  th e  E x e c u tiv e  a r e  s u g g e s t in g  t o  overcom e t h i s  
p ro b le m  w ould  s e r i o u s l y  re d u c e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  e l e c t r i c  
s c r e e n  a s  a f i s h  d e t e r r e n t .
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6. it has always been the intention to install the electric screens in 
advance of the regular abstraction of water at the Lune and Wyre 
intakes, which is expected to start in about May-June, 1979. However, 
it now seems that it will be impossible to achieve this because of the 
delay which has been imposed on the development of the electric 
screens by the requirements of the Health and Safety Executive. In 
case this situation does arise, the officers are giving consideration 
to a temporary system, possibly incorporating the fish lift-return, 
for use during the forthcoming spring-summer smolt runs in the Rivers 
Lune and Wyre. Meanwhile investigations are continuing, in 
conjunction with the Health and Safety Executive and the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Department of MAFF, to try to find a permanent 
solution to the problem.
7. The Advisory Committee will be kept informed of developments.
•v,
-iJ.
F2/B28 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH JANUARY, 1979
MONITORING OF LEVELS OF RADIOACTIVITY 
IN MIGRATORY FISH
1 , A t th e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C om m ittee h e ld  on  2 4 th  O c to b e r , 1978, (M inute 
No, 3 ) ,  i t  was a g re e d  t h a t  th e  o f f i c e r s  s h o u ld  a t te m p t  t o  o b t a in  
in fo rm a t io n  from  o th e r  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  on th e  
e a s t  c o a s t ,  on th e  m o n ito r in g  o f  l e v e l s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  in  m ig ra to ry  
f i s h .
2 , I n  F e b ru a ry ,  1978, a  l e t t e r  was s e n t  t o  a l l  o th e r  R e g io n a l W ater 
A u t h o r i t i e s  a s k in g  w h e th e r o r  n o t  th e y  u n d e rto o k  any m o n ito r in g  o f  
l e v e l s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  in  m ig ra to ry  f i s h  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s .
3 , From th e  r e p l i e s  r e c e iv e d ,  i t  was e v id e n t  t h a t  no o th e r  A u th o r i ty  
was c a r r y in g  o u t  any m o n ito r in g  o f  th e  ty p e  b e in g  u n d e r ta k e n  in  t h i s  
a r e a .  R e c e n t  e n q u i r i e s  h a v e  show n t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e m a in s  
unchanged  a lth o u g h  th e  Thames W ater A u th o r i ty  had  c a r r i e d  o u t  an 
ad -h o c  a n a ly s i s  on s e a  f i s h  ta k e n  in  th e  Thames e s tu a r y  w hich had 
f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  any r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s te  r e s i d u e s ,
4 , I t  w ould  a p p e a r . t h a t  th e  o n ly  r e g u la r  m o n ito r in g  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t  
on th e  w a te r s  a ro u n d  th e  e a s t  c o a s t  i s  t h a t  u n d e r ta k e n  by MAFF R ad io ­
b i o l o g i c a l  L a b o ra to ry  a t  L o w e s to f t .  The d i s c h a r g e s  m o n ito re d  a r e  th o s e  
f ro m  n u c l e a r  p o w er s t a t i o n s  o p e r a t e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  E l e c t r i c i t y  
G e n e ra t in g  B oard  a t  B ra d w e ll,  S iz e w e ll  and D ungeness. A cco rd in g  t o  
th e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  a v a i l a b l e  from  th e  L a b o ra to ry  th e  l e v e l s  o f  r a d io ­
a c t i v e  r e s i d u e s  i n  s e a  f i s h  a n d  s h e l l - f i s h  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  
e x tre m e ly  low , b e in g  l e s s  th a n  0.4% o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recommended 
l i m i t s .
5 , L e v e ls  o f  C aesium -137 , th e  r a d io n u c l id e  d is c h a rg e d  in  th e  g r e a t e s t  
q u a n t i t  i e s  from  W in d sc a le , a r e  a l s o  m o n ito re d  th ro u g h o u t th e  s e a s  
s u rro u n d in g  th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  a g a in  by th e  F i s h e r i e s  R a d io b io lo g ic a 1 
L a b o r a to ry .  L e v e ls  re c o rd e d  in  b o th  th e  N o rth  Sea and n e a r  t h e  e a s t  
c o a s t  a r e  v e r y  much lo w e r  t h a n  t h e  I r i s h  S e a  l e v e l s  w h ic h  r a n g e  
be tw een  10 t o  500 p C i/k g  ( p ie r o  c u r i e s  p e r  k ilogram m e) w hich i s  f a r  
below  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recommended minimum l i m i t s .
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH JANUARY, 1979
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
P2/A19 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1 . RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
( i )  Lune and F u rn e ss  A rea
T he  1978 s a lm o n  s e a s o n  e n d e d  r a t h e r  p o o r l y ,  w i th  lo w e r  
r i v e r  f lo w s  and h ig h e r  r i v e r  te m p e ra tu re s  th a n  norm al f o r  
th e  tim e  o f  y e a r .  C o a rse  f i s h i n g  in  th e  low er Lune was good 
a t  t im e s  w ith  v e ry  good c a tc h e s  o f  d ace  b e in g  r e p o r t e d .
( i i )  R iv e r  Wyre and T r i b u t a r i e s
P e r i o d s  o f  h e a v y  r a i n  d u r i n g  O c to b e r  m a i n t a i n e d  w a te r  
l e v e l s  above norm al and salm on  w ere o b se rv e d  m oving in  t h e  
Wyre d u r in g  m ost o f  th e  m on th . The number o f  salm on c a u g h t 
by a n g l e r s  d u r in g  t h e  1978 s e a s o n  w as t h e  h i g h e s t  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  W ater l e v e l s  w ere  f a i r l y  low  d u r in g  th e  
f i r s t  h a l f  o f  Novem ber, and salm on and s e a  t r o u t  w ere se e n  
in  r e a s o n a b le  num bers u p s tre a m  a s  f a r  a s  A b b ey stead  and in  
some m ajo r t r i b u t a r i e s ,  and a  l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  b o th  
s p e c ie s  was o b se rv e d  below  th e  C a n a l A queduct W eir on th e  
R iv e r  B ro ck .
C o a r s e  f i s h i n g  on  t h e  lo w e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  R iv e r  W yre 
was g o o d , p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  ro a c h  w hich form ed th e  b u lk  o f  
th e  c a tc h e s  in  th e  S t .  M ic h a e ls  and O ut R a w c lif f e  l e n g th s .
2 . MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT
I n - r i v e r  w orks a t  t h e  G a rs ta n g  I n ta k e  on th e  R iv e r  Wyre w ere co m p le ted  
d u r in g  th e  summer m o n th s , and th e  p r o f i l e  o f  th e . r i v e r  bed dow nstream  
h a s  a t t a i n e d  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a b i l i t y  t o  a llo w  a  d e c is io n  t o  be ta k e n  on 
th e  s i t i n g  o f  a  f i s h  c o u n te r . The p ro p o se d  i n - r i v e r  w orks a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  t h i s  c o u n te r  a r e  s t i l l  in  th e  d e s ig n  s t a g e ,  b u t  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  w i l l  be c o m p le ted  in  1979 .
Good, l a t e  ru n s  o f  salm on have been  r e p o r te d  from  th e  R iv e rs  Kent and 
L une. T h e se  c o n tin u e d  u n t i l  th e  c o ld  p e r io d  a t  th e  end o f  Novem ber.
- 2 -
The f i g u r e s  from  th e  in d iv id u a l  c o u n tin g  s t a t i o n s  a r e  a s  fo l lo w s ;  
( i )  H a v e r th w a ite  -  R iv e r  Leven
Month F is h u nder 4 1 b s . F is h  o v e r 41bs
A p r i l 2 1
May 7 0
Ju n e 3 2
J u ly 99 82
A ugust 196 197
Septem ber 18 0
O c to b e r 10 1
November 6 0
TOTAL 341 283
B ro a d ra in e -  R iv e r Lune
Month F is h u nder 41bs F is h  o v e r 41bs
A p r i l 1 3
May 2 3
Ju n e 94 43
J u ly 497 165
A ugust 281 104
Septem ber 373 297
O c to b e r 151 335
Nov (up t o  2 5 th ) 436 459
TOTAL 1835 1409
F o rg e  w e ir -  R iv e r Lune
Month F is h o v e r  41bs
J a n u a ry 1
F e b ru a ry 36
M arch 8
A p r i l 18
May 123
J u n e 561
J u ly 1954
A ugust 1311
Septem ber 874
O c to b e r 333
November 465
TOTAL 5684
Duddon H a ll. -  R iv e r  Duddon
Month F is h under 4l b s F is h  o v e r 4 lb s
Ju n e 0 0
J u ly 170 22
A ugust 140 13
Septem ber 23 28
O c to b e r 111 19
Nov (up t o  2 6 th ) 15 20
TOTAL ■339- TU7
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(v) Skerton Weir - River Lune
Daily records are now being kept from the Skerton counter, 
but due to the continuous high water conditions, very few 
fish have been recorded by the fish counter.
MIDDLETON HATCHERY
Stripping of salmon and sea trout for Middleton Hatchery is well 
underway, but at the time of writing no firm figures are available 
except for the River Wyre where 3 cock and 9 hen salmon were removed 
from the Scorton area during November. These fish will be stripped 
and the ova taken to the hatchery for development to fed fry when they 
will be implanted in suitable feeder streams on the Wyre system. 
Sufficient hen salmon have been trapped at Broadraine to fill the 
hatchery space available. An approximation of the intended final 
utilisation of hatchery space is as follows:-
Lune salmon 
Kent area salmon 
Kent area sea trout 
Ribble and Wyre (salmon and any sea 
trout ova that may be available)
500.000
100.000 
100,000
150,000 to 200,000
STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
(i) River Species Number Association
Conder
Bela
Farleton Beck 
Keer
Brown Trout 500
Brown Trout 500
Brown Trout 200
Brown Trout 350
Galgate AA 
Milnthorpe AA 
Endmoor AA 
Carnforth AA
(ii) Enclosed Waters
Twenty consents have been issued for restocking in enclosed 
waters.
FISH DISEASE
UDN started to appear to a significant extent in October and worsened 
very quickly after the cold spell in late November. The River Kent 
has been particularly badly affected: the bailiffs removed 27 dead 
salmon from that river in one day. Over 100 salmon are known to have 
died of UDN in the new gravel trap above Kendal.
During October an outbreak of a disease which appeared to be 
Furunculosis occurred in the Kent and Lune. Living fish samples were 
submitted to the Veterinary Investigation Centre at Calthwaite and 
Furunculosis was confirmed.
The organism causing this disease is commonly present in fresh water 
and the outbreak is thought to be due to the high water temperatures 
for the time of year, and the large numbers of fish bunched together 
in some of the pools, 1
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6. COMMERCIAL NET CATCHES
The commercial net catches for 1978 are shown in the Appendix to this 
report.
7. FISH MORTALITIES
On 5th November, 1978, 671 brown trout, 7 sea trout, 1 salmon and 250 
salmon/sea trout parr were killed by pollution in the River Calder 
between Calder Vale and the Wyre confluence. This mortality is 
believed to have been caused by a discharge of farm slurry. Scientific 
Services staff are investigating the incident.
APPENDIX
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NET CATCH FIGURES - 1978 
(1977 figures shown in brackets)
